RECEIVED 
ce^vr^ center 

DE C 2 9 2004 

Utility Patent 
Sen No. 10/676,644 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims below by deleting items marked with a strikeout (Le. patent) or 
brackets (Le., [[patent]]) and adding items marked with an underline (le. BStSlti)- 
1 . (Currently Amended) In a truck storage apparatus positioned adjacently to a forward wall of 
the cargo area of a truck, said cargo area defined by a pair of parallel sidewalls each depending from 
said forward wall, and a pivotal [[tail wall]] tailgate parallel to said forward wall, said sidewalls, said 
forward wall and said pivotal tailgate depending from a cargo bed, said storage apparatus comprising 
two spaced apart storage compartments and a receiving zone intermediately therebetween, the 
improvement comprising: 

each one of said storage compartments comprises an articulating lid, an upper anchoring plate 
and a lower anchoring plate, each one of said storage compartments suspendingly elevated above said 
cargo bed and forming storage space therebetween; 

a ramp storage compartment externally coupled to said storage compartments and adjacently 
engaging said forward wall; and 

a collapsible ramp for facilitating loading onto and unloading from said cargo area, said ramp 
storable in said ramp storage compartment. 

2. (Original) The improvement of Claim 1, wherein each one of said storage compartments comprise 
at least one storage cell enclosed by said lid. 
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3. (Original) The improvement of Claim 2 further comprising a removable tray 

comprising a plurality of compartments for storing a plurality of items, said tray housed within said at 
least one storage cell. 

4. (Original) The improvement of Claim l 9 wherein said upper anchoring plate depends 
from an exterior sidewall of said storage compartment. 

5 . (Original) The improvement of Claim 1 , wherein said lower anchoring plate depends 
from an interior sidewall of said storage compartment. 

6. (Currently Amended) The improvement of Claim [[9]] L wherein said lower anchoring plate 
is affixed to said cargo bed, said lower anchoring plate suspendingly elevating said storage 
compartment and forming said storage space* 

7. (Currently Amended) The improvement of Claim [[10]] i, wherein said storage space 
[[permitting]] permits slidable insertion of items between said cargo bed and said storage compartment, 
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8. (Currently Amended) The improvement of Claim 1 further comprising a plurality of channels, 
wherein each one of said plurality of channels comprise at least one dowel cooperatively permitting 
attachment of straps, bands[[,]] and rope [[and other means of securement, said means]] attachable to 
each of said storage compartments. 

9. (Original) The improvement of Claim 1 further comprising a lockable cable for 

securing a wheel of a vehicle, said lockable cable retractably affixed to at least one of said storage 
compartments . 

1 0. (Original) The improvement of Claim 1 further comprising at least one attachment tab affixed to 
said ramp storage compartment, said at least one attachment tab provided for affixing said storage 
apparatus to said forward wall, 

11. (Original) The improvement of Claim 1, wherein said ramp comprises: 

an intermediate section; 

an upper section detachably affixed to an end of said intermediate section; and 

a lower section detachably affixed to an end of said intermediate section opposite of said upper 

section. 
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